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The role ports assumed as gateways during the Early Modern period can be 

ascribed to the fact that they were urban environments where transactions 

took place.  

 

Those transactions were numerous and mirrored the multifunctional 

character ports had at the time. 

 

Some Ports transformed themselves from regional centres into 
intercontinental powers, thus becoming bridges between the centuries-old 
European trading networks and the newly-found Atlantic and Asian routes. 
 
 

Since time immemorial, ports have been gateways for the exchange of 
goods, people and ideas. These exchanges have determined the relevance 
certain areas have attained in world history by framing global contacts 
beyond the narrow urban walls of a certain town.  
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Connecting Vessels, Ports and 
People Once More 
 


