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PRESS RELEASE 

“4th Annual Capital Link Cyprus Shipping Forum” 

Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

Columbia Plaza, Limassol, Cyprus 
 

February 18, 2020 
 
For the fourth year in a row, Capital Link organizes in Cyprus its Annual Capital Link Cyprus Shipping Forum on 
Tuesday, February 25, 2020.  
 
The Forum will take place in Limassol at the Columbia Plaza, under the Auspices of the Republic of Cyprus, the 
Cyprus Shipping Deputy Minister to the President and the Lead Sponsorship and Cooperation of the Cyprus 
Union of Shipowners. The event is also supported by the Cyprus Shipping Deputy Ministry and by the following 
Organizations: CSC - Cyprus Shipping Chamber • Cyprus Shipping Association • Association of Merchant Marine 
Officers • CIFA • CYMEPA • Cyprus Marine Club • Cyprus Master Mariners Association • Cyprus Naval Architects & 
Marine Engineers Association • Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers • Wista Cyprus • Wista Hellas • Young Ship 
Cyprus 
 
The event aims to highlight: 
 

 The Cyprus maritime industry 

 The Cyprus flag which has been recognized internationally as a quality and safe flag 

 The significant role of Cyprus as a maritime, energy and logistics hub and as an investment and business 
destination.  

 
It is of great importance that this Forum attracts in Cyprus top foreign executives from the global shipping, financial 
and capital markets as well as from the investment market who will have the unique opportunity to meet and 
network with their Cypriot counterparts. 
 
The conference is supported with the participation and attendance of major International and Cypriot Shipowners, 
Government Officials, Ship Managers, Bankers, Financiers, four major classification societies and other major 
Industry Participants.  
 
Topics to be covered include the recent developments and trends in the shipping, financial and capital markets, 
issues pertaining to geopolitical developments as well as technical and commercial fleet management. The Forum 
will highlight the challenges the industry is facing with compliance to the new regulatory framework and to 
innovative technologies as well. 
 
H.E. Natasa Pilides, Shipping Deputy Minister to the President, will deliver the OPENING KEYNOTE ADDRESS.  
 
Mr. Constantinos Herodotou, Governor – Central Bank of Cyprus, Member of the Governing Council – European 
Central Bank will be the Afternoon Keynote Speaker. 
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For the fourth year in a row, the Conference Chairman of the Forum will be Mr. George A. Tsavliris, Principal of 
Tsavliris Salvage Group, elected Chairman – INTERMEPA (International Marine Environment Protection 
Association), Chairman – CYMEPA (Cyprus Marine Environmental Protection Association), Member of the Board of 
Directors of the Cyprus Union of Shipowners and Honorary Chairman – Tsavliris Cultural Foundation. 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND PANEL TOPICS 
Welcome remarks: 
Mr. Nicolas Bornozis, President – Capital Link 
Mr. George A. Tsavliris, Principal – Tsavliris Salvage Group – Conference Chairman 
 
Opening Keynote Address: FORGING AHEAD – CYPRUS AS A LOGISTICS & MARITIME HUB 
Ms. Natasa Pilides, Shipping Deputy Minister to the President – Republic of Cyprus will deliver the keynote 
remarks  

 
Presentation: BREXIT AND IMPLICATIONS FOR SHIPPING & CYPRUS 
Mrs. Clea Evagorou, Director – Deloitte 
 
Panel discussion: IMO 2020 – LESSONS LEARNED & WHAT'S NEXT 
Moderator: Dr. John Kokarakis, Technical Director, Hellenic Black Sea & Adriatic Zone – Bureau Veritas 
Panelists: 

 Mr. Nicholas Argyrou, General Manager – Bunkernet 

 Mr. Ioannis Efstratiou, Head of Marine Environment Unit, Shipping Deputy Ministry – Republic of Cyprus    

 Dr. Loukas Barmparis, President – Safe Bulkers 

 Mr. Nicos Rescos, COO – Star Bulk Carriers 

 Mr. Anders Mjølsnes Sørheim, Technical Sales Manager – Yara Marine Technologies 
 

Presentation: BALLAST WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS – Compliance Testing Challenges 
Mr. Konstantinos Stampedakis, CEO – ERMA FIRST ESK Engineering Solutions 
 
Panel discussion: CONQUERING THE NEXT FRONTIER – REDUCING GREEN HOUSE EMISSIONS – 
DECARBONIZATION 
Moderator: Mr. Panos Mitrou, Global Gas Segment Manager – Lloyds Register 
Panelists: 

 Mr. Dieter Rohdenburg, CEO – Internship Navigation 

 Mr. Philippos Philis, Chairman & CEO – Lemissoler Navigation 

 Mr. Scott Bergeron, Director of Business Development & Strategy – Oldendorff Carriers 

 Mr. Hew Crooks, CFO – Ridgebury Tankers 

 Professor Ntinos Arcoumanis, Chairman of the Board – Metropolitan College of Greece – Former 
Ambassador of Greece for Energy Policy and New Technologies  
 

Panel discussion: SHIPMANAGEMENT – DELIVERING OPERATIONAL EXCELLENCE IN AN INCREASINGLY COMPLEX 
WORLD 
Moderator: Mr. Andreas Mylonas LLB, Managing Partner – AMG MYLONAS & ASSOCIATES, LLC 
Panelists: 

 Mr. Lefteris Karaminas, Manager, Global Sustainability Center – ABS 

 Mr. Mark O’Neil, President & CEO – Columbia Shipmanagement 

 Mr. Prabhat Jha, Group Managing Director – MSC Shipmanagement 

 Mr. Roine Ahlquist, Managing Director – Oceanic Marine Management 

 Mr. Alastair Evitt, Managing Director – V. Ships Limited 
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Panel discussion: MARITIME TECHNOLOGY CHALLENGES 
Moderator: Mr. Andreas Chrysostomou, Chief Strategy Officer – Tototheo Maritime 
Panelists: 

 Mr. Jens Ewerling, Director Maritime Broadband – Cobham Satcom 

 Mr. Ronald Spithout, President Maritime – Inmarsat 

 Mr. Geoff Allsop, Director EMEA Sales – Intellian 

 Mr. Yiannis Pastellas, Business Development Manager – Safebridge Cyprus 

 Mr. Navneet Singh Rainu, Head of DCR – Tototheo Maritime 

   
Afternoon Keynote Address 
“Economic Trends And Outlook For Euro Area, Impact Of ECB Monetary Policy And Outlook Of Cyprus Economy” 
Mr. Constantinos Herodotou Governor – Central Bank of Cyprus Member of the Governing Council – European 
Central Bank 

  
Presentation: POSEIDON PRINCIPLES – FROM CONCEPT TO PRACTICE – WHAT THEY MEAN FOR THE INDUSTRY 
Mr. Alexander Damianidis, Partner – Watson Farley & Williams 

 
Panel discussion: INTERNATIONAL BANK FINANCE & SHIPPING 
Moderator: Κ. Chris Vartzis, Partner – Stephenson Harwood 
Panelists: 

 Mr. George Arcadis, Country Executive, Branch Manager – ABN AMRO (Athens Branch) 

 Mr. Iraklis Tsirigotis, Head of Shipping Finance, Managing Director – Amsterdam Trade Bank 

 Mr. Passchier Veefkind, SVP, Head of Athens Representative Office – DNB 

 Mrs. Katerina Eleftheriou, Head of Shipping – HSBC 

 Ms. Eleni Vrettou, Executive General Manager, Corporate & Investment Banking – Piraeus Bank 
 

Panel discussion: CYPRUS BANKS STEP UP THEIR INVOLVEMENT WITH SHIPPING 
Moderator: Mr. Adam Montanios, Deputy Managing Partner – Montanios & Montanios LLC  
Panelists: 

 Mr. Christos Xygkakis, Manager – Shipping Unit – AstroBank 

 Mr. Constantinos Milios, Head of Shipping Finance – Eurobank Cyprus Ltd 

 Mr. Antonios K. Spanakis, Head of Ship Finance – Hellenic Bank 
 
Presentation: INNOVATIVE SHIP FINANCE SOLUTIONS THROUGH ALTERNATIVE FINANCE 
Mr. Stefanos Fragos, Senior Representative - Athens Branch – YieldStreet Marine Inc 
Harnessing The Potential Of The Retail Investor Market As A Source Of Capital For Shipping - Combining Capital 
Markets & Technology To Optimize Access To Capital 
  

Mr. David Sparkes, Managing Director – RMK/ASCENSION FINANCE  
Institutional Capital In Ship Finance 
 
Presentation: INFORMATION MANAGEMENT: A GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK ENABLING DATA-DRIVEN 
MANAGEMENT DECISIONS 
Mr. Charalambos Moyseos, Head of Technology Advisory Services – EY Cyprus 
 
Panel discussion: PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER & LOOKING AHEAD - THE SHIPOWNER PERSPECTIVE 
Moderator: Mr. Leonidas Karystios, Regional Business Development & Gas Segment Director South East Europe, 
Middle East & Africa – DNV GL 
Panelists: 

 Mr. John Michael Radziwill, CEO – CTM 

 Mr. Andreas Hadjiyiannis, President – Cyprus Sea Lines Shipping; President – Cyprus Union of Shipowners 

 Mr. Aristides Pittas, Chairman and CEO – Eurodry; Chairman & CEO – Euroseas 
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 Mr. George Mouskas, Chairman – Olympia Ocean Carriers  – Vice President – Cyprus Union of Shipowners 

 Mr. Polys Hajioannou, CEO – Safe Bulkers; Vice President – Cyprus Union of Shipowners 

 Mr. Petros Pappas, CEO – Star Bulk Carriers 

 Mrs. Nicole C. Mylona, CEO – Transmed Shipping Co. Ltd. 
 

CLOSING REMARKS 
Mr. George A. Tsavliris, Principal – Tsavliris Salvage Group – Conference Chairman 
 

THE FORUM WAS ORGANISED: 
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF:  Republic of Cyprus and the Cyprus Shipping Deputy Minister to the President 
WITH THE SUPPORT OF: Cyprus Shipping Deputy Ministry 
LEAD SPONSOR: Cyprus Union of Shipowners 
GLOBAL GOLD SPONSORS:  Columbia Shipmanagement • DNV-GL • TOTOTHEO Maritime  
GLOBAL SPONSORS:  Stephenson Harwood • Watson Farley & Williams • Yieldstreet 
GOLD SPONSORS:  AstroBank • Deloitte • Eurobank Cyprus • EY • Hellenic Bank • Safe Bulkers 
SPONSORS: ABS • Amsterdam Trade Bank • Ascension Finance • Bunkernet • Bureau Veritas • Erma First • 
Inmarsat • Lloyd’s Register • Montanios & Montanios LLC • AMG Mylonas & Associates, LLC • RMK Maritime • TFI 
Markets 
SUPPORTING SPONSORS: Cyprus Shipping Deputy Ministry 
LANYARDS SPONSORS: Oceanic Catering 
SPEAKERS DINNER SPONSOR: Shell Marine 
MUSIC BY: Menelaos Kanakis - http://kanakismenelaos.com/ 
 
SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS:  CSC - Cyprus Shipping Chamber • Cyprus Shipping Association • Association of 
Merchant Marine Officers • CIFA • CYMEPA • Cyprus Marine Club • Cyprus Master Mariners Association • Cyprus 
Naval Architects & Marine Engineers Association • Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers • Wista Cyprus • Wista Hellas 
• Young Ship Cyprus 
 
MEDIA PARTNERS:  ANT1 • Country Profiler • Elnavi • Hellas Journal • Maritimes.gr • Marine Circle • MC Media • 
Marine Insight • Nafsgreen • Ship Management International • Ship2Shore • Oikonomiki Epitheorisi – Greek 
Business File • Omega • Tradewinds • Worldoils • XD - Xinde Marine News 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Please visit the Forum’s website: 
http://forums.capitallink.com/shipping/2020cyprus/index.html 
 
Please contact: 
NEW YORK // Mrs. Olga Bornozi & Mrs. Eleni Bej & Mrs. Anny Zhu 
Tel. +1 212 661 75 66 - Email: obornozi@capitallink.com ; ebej@capitallink.com ; azhu@capitallink.com 
ATHENS // Mrs. Athena Kosmadaki 
Tel: +30 210 610 9800 - Email: athensoffice@capitallink.com 

For more details and extensive information please visit: 
The CAPITAL LINK website:  www.capitallink.com   
The CAPITAL LINK FORUM website:  www.capitallinkforum.com 
 
ORGANIZERS 
Founded in 1995, Capital Link is a New York based investor relations, financial communications and advisory firm with a 
strategic focus on the maritime, commodities and energy sectors, MLPs, as well as Closed-End Funds and ETFs. Based in New 
York City, Capital Link has presence in London, Athens & Oslo. Capital Link is a member of the Baltic Exchange and works very 
closely with the New York Stock Exchange, NASDAQ and the London Stock Exchange as well as with major international and 
supranational organizations and industry associations in the areas of the firm's strategic concentration. 
Our proactive approach, which integrates Investor Relations, Information Technology and Media, enhances awareness and 
branding for our clients through tailored outreach programs targeting analysts, institutional and individual investors and the 
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financial media complemented by extensive and uniquely powerful marketing platforms. Capital Link offers a full suite of 
services including strategic and corporate advisory, investor relations, media relations, public and industry relations and  
 
the organization of corporate events. Capital Link is also known for the organization of large scale, high quality Investment 
Forums focusing on maritime transportation and U.S. investment products in key industry centers, such as New York, London, 
Athens, Limassol, Shanghai, Singapore, Tokyo and Hong Kong. We organize twelve to fourteen conferences annually, of which 
seven are focused on the maritime sector. The Capital Link Investment Forums feature industry leaders and draw the elite of 
the global financial and investment communities. The Capital Link brand is widely-recognized and valued worldwide by 
participants in these communities for combining rich informational and educational content with as well as superior networking 
opportunities. In addition to conferences, Capital Link organizes Webinars focusing on investment strategies, sectors, critical 
topics of interest to the investment community and company presentations. Capital Link's global marketing platform enhances 
the visibility and reach of these events on a global scale that lasts well beyond the date on which each event is held, becoming a 
continuous reference point for market participants. 
Capital Link’s efforts have been recognized by the 2011 Lloyds’s List Greek Shipping Awards, in 2012 and 2013 by the 
InterContinental Finance Magazine and in 2016 by the Wealth & Finance Magazine, Also, by the International Propeller Club of 
the United States and AHI-American Hellenic Institute. 


