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PRESS RELEASE 

The “2020 Capital Link Greek Shipping Leadership Award” was presented to: 

Mr. George Procopiou  
Founder – Dynacom Tankers Management, Sea Traders – Dynagas 

Thursday Feb. 20, 2020 
Athens Hilton Hotel, Athens 

 
27 February, 2020 

 
The “11th Annual Capital Link Greek Shipping Forum” was held in Athens on Thursday, February 20th, 2020, at the 
Hilton Athens Hotel, in cooperation with the New York Stock Exchange and Nasdaq. The Lead Sponsor was Bank of 
Communications Financial Leasing Co., Ltd. The Forum was held with huge success attracting a record participation. 
The “2020 Capital Link Greek Shipping Leadership Award” was presented during the official luncheon of the Forum. 

 
2020 CAPITAL LINK GREEK SHIPPING LEADERSHIP AWARD 

 

Short video : http://forums.capitallink.com/shipping/2020greece/media_videos.html 
 

The pinnacle of the event was the presentation of the “2020 Capital Link Greek Shipping Leadership Award” received 
by the legendary Mr. George Procopiou, Founder – Dynacom Tankers Management, Sea Traders – Dynagas, in the 
context of a touching and modest ceremony. The award recognizes his long standing achievements and contribution to 
the Greek and Global Shipping Industry, his thought leadership and pioneering initiatives, as well as his contribution to 
Greece through his support of numerous cultural and philanthropic endeavors. With a captivating speech                            
Mr. Procopiou moved the 570 participants who attended the Luncheon. Among them were his entire family, his 
friends and important executives and delegates from across the shipping industry, a literal Who-Is-Who of the Greek 
Shipping Community. 
 
Mr. Adonis Georgiadis, Minister of Development & Investments of the Hellenic Republic, honored the forum with his 
presence and delivered the Introductory Remarks of the Official Award Luncheon.  
The Minister opened his statement reminding the optimistic message he delivered to the “21st Annual Capital Link 
Invest in Greece” in New York last December concerning the prospects of the Greek Economy in 2020 and the years 
ahead. 
“Now, having already entered in 2020 there are people who show their trust by wanting to invest their money in 
Greece. This is reflected in the 10-year bond rate which has dropped below 1%, in accordance with a stable economy 
and increased expectations for the future. Shipping Industry is a vital part of Greece’s economy, its tradition and its 
culture”, Mr. Georgiadis noted. 
One of the many things discussed during the Minister’s encounter with the United Arab Emirates, in Athens, was the 
Greek Shipping and Shipyards.  
The Minister believes that, while Onex's investment in Syros shipyards has an upward course, the shipyard of Elefsina 
is also expected to have positive results. The US government has shown some interest too. The main goal for Elefsina 
shipyard is to follow the same model as the shipyard of Syros. Hence, Greek Shipowners will be able to choose a 
shipyard in Attica to refurbish, repair and maintain their vessels at very competitive prices and quality work. 

http://forums.capitallink.com/shipping/2020greece/
http://forums.capitallink.com/shipping/2020greece/media_videos.html
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The Minister also mentioned that the Greek Government is under the process of making sure that the delivery of 
those shipyards be shortly, not only to attract the Greek shipowners, but also to create job positions internally. 
It is a common knowledge that every government that has been elected over the years in Greece has always 
supported the Maritime Industry and tried to avoid having problems.  
Minister Georgiadis continued on reassuring that the present government is here to help with the bureaucracy and 
various public sector problems, in a national and European level and in compliance with the IMO. The economy along 
with the GDP is in a growing position showing confident predictions for the year 2020. 
Finally the Minister closed his statement referring to a new bill which is planned to be implemented in March, in 
cooperation with the Ministry of Energy and Environment. The new bill will simplify all licensing for all environmental 
studies and generally everything related to investments in renewable energy. The Minister concluded that now is the 
time to invest in Greece. 
 
Mr. Nicolas Bornozis, President – Capital Link, introduced Mr. George Procopiou – Founder, Dynacom Tankers 
Management, Sea Traders – Dynagas. In his remarks he stated that it is Capital Link’s privilege to pay its respects to 
Mr. Procopiou, for his leadership and his contribution to the shipping industry and to Greece. He is a very successful 
businessman, but beyond that, a visionary, a thought leader, an innovator, a patriot and devoted family man. Ever 
since founding Sea Traders, in 1974, he has built over 120 ships, while, among his many accomplishments, he is also 
responsible for the first ever LNG vessel to pass through the arctic sea route. He concluded referring to Mr. Procopiou 
as a strong-minded individual, an active philanthropist and a benefactor.’ 
 
HONOREE: 
Mr. George Procopiou – Founder, Dynacom Tankers Management, Sea Traders – Dynagas 

In his speech he stated that being a private person, he was reluctant to accept this prestigious award but ultimately he 
is happy and grateful to accept it. Greece has been at the forefront of shipping for five thousand years, and this will 
not change. Its nucleus remains the family-owned enterprise. He thanked all shipping stakeholders, as well as the 
banks, for supporting him in order to transform his dreams into reality. He also thanked them for the support they 
extent to the Greek shipping community. 
 
 

CAPITAL LINK GREEK LEADERSHIP SHIPPING AWARD 
The “Capital Link Greek Shipping Leadership Award” is presented annually to a patriarch of the Greek Shipping 
Community who has gained the respect and the appreciation of the international shipping industry and who is also 
recognized for his wisdom, philanthropy and contribution to society.  The Award aims to recognize the patriarchs of 
Greek Shipping, those pioneers with a significant contribution to elevating Greek Shipping to its leadership position 
globally. 
 

Previous honorees were: in 2013 Captain Panagiotis N.Tsakos, 2014 Mr. Pericles Panagopoulos, 2015 Mr. Lambros 
Varnavides, Vice Chairman of the Baltic Exchange, Trustee of the Lloyds Register Foundation and Managing Director 
and Global Head of Shipping RBS 1998, 2016 Messrs. Nicolas, George and Andreas Tsavliris of the Tsavliris Salvage 
Group, 2017 Professor Costas Th. Grammenos CBE DSc, LRF Chair in Shipping, Trade & Finance, Chairman, Costas 
Grammenos Centre for Shipping, Trade & Finance, Cass Business School, City, University of London, and 2018 to 
Messrs. Panos Laskaridis, President of European Community Shipowners Associations; CEO, Lavinia 
Corporation/Laskaridis Shipping Company Ltd. and Athanasios Laskaridis, Chairman and CEO of Lavinia Corporation, 
Lavinia Enterprises Limited and Laskaridis Shipping Company Ltd. and 2019 to Captain Paris Dragnis, Chairman & 
Founder - Goldenport Group. 
 
THE FORUM IS ORGANISED: 
IN COOPERATION WITH: NASDAQ • New York Stock Exchange  
LEAD SPONSOR: Bank of Communications Financial Leasing Co. Ltd. 
GLOBAL LEAD SPONSOR: TSAKOS ENERGY NAVIGATION LTD 
GLOBAL GOLD SPONSORS: Columbia Shipmanagement • DNV GL • EY • Tototheo Maritime Ltd 
GLOBAL SPONSORS: Citi • CMB Financial Leasing • DΝB • Fearnley Securities • Hill Dickinson • ICBC Leasing • Jefferies 
• Reed Smith • Seward & Kissel LLP • Stephenson Harwood • Watson Farley & Williams • YieldStreet 
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EVENT SPONSORS: ABN Amro Bank • ABS • Ascension Finance • Berenberg • Braemar Naves Corporate Finance • CIT • 
Clarksons Platou Securities • Cleaves Securities AS • Direct Ship Finance • Entrust Global • Hayfin Breakwater Capital • 
Hellenic Bank • Holman Fenwick and Willan • Inmarsat • Liberian Registry-LISCR (Hellas) Ltd. • Piraeus Bank • RMK 
Maritime • Shearman & Sterling • Tufton Oceanic • Vedder Price 
SUPPORTING SPONSORS: AMG Mylonas & Associates, LLC • British Embassy Athens • Department for International 
Trade 
COCKTAIL SPONSOR: The Marshall Islands Registry 
SPEAKERS DINNER SPONSOR: Capital Product Partners L.P. 
COFFEE SPONSORS: Illy Iperespresso – Machine & Capsule • PAPADOPOULOS 
MUSIC BY: Menelaos Kanakis - http://www.kanakismenelaos.com/ 
 
SUPPORTING ORGANISATIONS: Association of Banking and Financial Executives of Hellenic Shipping • BCA College • 
British Hellenic Chamber of Commerce • CASS Business School • EENMA (Hellenic Shortsea Shipowners Association) • 
Greek Energy Forum • Greek Shipping Co-operation Committee • Hellenic Association of Ship Suppliers & Exporters • 
Hellenic Chamber of Shipping • Hellenic Committee of Lloyd’s Brokers’ Associates • HELMEPA • Hellenic Maritime Law 
Association (HMLA) • Hellenic Shipbrokers Association • Hellenic Society of Maritime Lawyers • ICC Hellas – 
International Chamber of Commerce • Intermanager • INTERMEPA • PEPEN (Panhellenic Union of Captains - All 
Classes) • Piraeus Association For Maritime Arbitration • Piraeus Marine Club • Port Captains Club • The International 
Propeller Club • Wista Hellas 
 
MEDIA PARTNERS: All About Shipping • ANT1 • Oikonomiki Epitheorisi – Greek Business File • Cyprus Times • 
Efoplistis Shipping Magazine • www.efoplistesnews.gr • Elnavi • KATHIMERINI • Marine Circle • Marine Insight • 
www.maritimes.gr • Naftika Chronika • NafsGreen.gr • Ship2shore • Ship Management International • Shipping & 
Finance • Shipping International Monthly Review • Tradewinds • WorldOils • XD - Xinde Marine News 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Please contact: 
NEW YORK // Mrs. Olga Bornozi & Mrs. Eleni Bej & Mrs. Anny Zhu 
Tel.: +1 212 661 75 66 - Email: obornozi@capitallink.com ; ebej@capitallink.com ; azhu@capitallink.com 
ATHENS // Mrs. Athena Kosmadaki  
Tel.: +30 210 610 98 00 - Email: marketing@capitallink.com ; athensoffice@capitallink.com 
Or visit: 
http://forums.capitallink.com/shipping/2020greece/ 
www.capitallink.com   
www.capitallinkforum.com 
 
ORGANIZERS 
Founded in 1995, Capital Link is a New York based investor relations, financial communications and advisory firm with a 
strategic focus on the maritime, commodities and energy sectors, MLPs, as well as Closed-End Funds and ETFs.  Based in New 
York City, Capital Link has presence in London, Athens & Oslo. Capital Link is a member of the Baltic Exchange and works very 
closely with the New York Stock Exchange, NASDAQ and the London Stock Exchange as well as with major international and 
supranational organizations and industry associations in the areas of the firm's strategic concentration. 
Our proactive approach, which integrates Investor Relations, Information Technology and Media, enhances awareness and 
branding for our clients through tailored outreach programs targeting analysts, institutional and individual investors and the 
financial media complemented by extensive and uniquely powerful marketing platforms. Capital Link offers a full suite of services 
including strategic and corporate advisory, investor relations, media relations, public and industry relations and the 
organization of corporate events. Capital Link is also known for the organization of large scale, high quality Investment Forums 
focusing on maritime transportation and U.S. investment products in key industry centers, such as New York, London, Athens, 
Limassol, Shanghai, Singapore, Tokyo and Hong Kong. We organize fourteen conferences annually, of which ten are focused on 
the maritime sector. The Capital Link Investment Forums feature industry leaders and draw the elite of the global financial and 

http://www.kanakismenelaos.com/
http://www.efoplistesnews.gr/
http://www.maritimes.gr/
mailto:obornozi@capitallink.com
mailto:ebej@capitallink.com
mailto:marketing@capitallink.com
mailto:athensoffice@capitallink.com
http://www.capitallink.com/
http://www.capitallinkforum.com/
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investment communities. The Capital Link brand is widely-recognized and valued worldwide by participants in these communities 
for combining rich informational and educational content with as well as superior networking opportunities. In addition to 
conferences, Capital Link organizes Webinars focusing on investment strategies, sectors, critical topics of interest to the 
investment community and company presentations. Capital Link's global marketing platform enhances the visibility and reach of 
these events on a global scale that lasts well beyond the date on which each event is held, becoming a continuous reference point 
for market participants. 
Capital Link’s efforts have been recognized by the 2011 Lloyds’s List Greek Shipping Awards, in 2012 and 2013 by the 
InterContinental Finance Magazine and in 2016 by the Wealth & Finance Magazine, Also, by the International Propeller Club of the 
United States and AHI-American Hellenic Institute.                                                                                        


