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You may vote for the foreign ship; I will vote for the American ship, and I 

have no fears of the verdict of the American people on such a proposition.  
Rep. Wesley L. Jones, June 16, 1902



U.S. has preferred by 
law U.S. built/U.S. 

owned vessels since 
1789 

Preference converted 
to a reservation in the 
domestic trade in 1817

U.S. has gyrated over 
time on crew citizenship 

requirements

U.S. developed over 
time a complicated 
system of citizen 

qualification

U.S. has toyed with 
subsidies since the Civil 
War but did not go all in 

until the Merchant 
Marine Act, 1936

Starting in 1904, U.S. 
Government cargoes 

have been reserved at 
least in part to qualified 

U.S.-flag vessels
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Jones Act “does not apply to the transportation of

merchandise between points in the continental

United States, including Alaska, over through routes

in part over Canadian rail lines and connecting water

facilities if the routes are recognized by the Surface

Transportation Board and rate tariffs for the routes

have been filed with the Board.”
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