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Bespoke, practical and 
creative solutions to 
complex business and legal 
challenges.
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Saplegal–A.S. Papadimitriou & Partners is a 
prominent law firm, based in Athens, Greece, 
and provides full business law services.

Our firm was incorporated in March 2008, be-
ing essentially the evolution of the law firms 
of Stelios Papadimitriou and Dr Anthony Pa-
padimitriou, the current President of the On-
assis Foundation. 

Combining legal expertise and business sav-
vy, we provide bespoke practical and creative 
solutions to complex business and legal chal-
lenges for our worldwide clients, which in-
clude venture capital firms, private equity 
funds, financial institutions, shipping compa-
nies, foundations, as well as corporations and 
entrepreneurs in almost all areas of industry 
and commerce.

Having an excellent track record, we have 
earned our reputation for acting as trusted ad-
visors to businesses and individuals with com-
plex legal needs.
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→  We highly value our clients and work together closely with them in order to 
best serve their specific needs, always taking into account that time is of the 
essence.
→  We focus on high quality legal services, as well as on commercial understand-
ing and solutions that serve our clients’ interests.
→  We believe in consistency in representation and personalized attention. A 
partner of our firm is always readily available to support you throughout the 
process.

Commitment & Dedication

→  We apply the highest international professional and ethical standards to our 
work and strictly comply with the legal profession’s rules of conduct.
→  We take conflicts of interest very seriously and commit to our clients fully, 
abstaining from circumstances that may result in a possible conflict.
→  We have a comprehensive privacy policy and secure our client’s privacy with 
appropriate information security policies, rules and technical measures.
→  We deliver regular reports and timely and transparent billing with no sur-
prises.

Professional Ethics & Integrity

→  We invest on our intellectual capital. We recruit only talented lawyers and 
provide them with all necessary tools and facilities to develop and perform at 
the highest level.
→  We have built a strong team culture, promoting collaboration, fairness and 
respect and value long-lasting relationships with our people.
→  We develop innovative solutions for our clients’ needs and invest in the latest 
law-firm technology, which enables us to offer high-value services. 
→  We are adaptive and ready to meet the challenges of the ever-changing legal 
and business environments on a global scale. 

Unity & Evolution
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 Agency, Distribution & International Trade

 Antitrust & Competition

 Banking, Finance & Capital Markets

 Corporate & Commercial

 Employment & Labour Law 

 Family, Inheritance & Estate Planning
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 Healthcare & Medical

 Insurance

 IP & Data Protection

 Litigation, Arbitration & Mediation

 Mergers & Acquisitions

 Private Equity & Venture Capital

 Real Estate & Property Development

 Restructuring & Insolvency

 Shipping 
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We work to determine the most effective ex-
pansion strategies both within the domestic 
market and internationally in cooperation 
with prominent and specialized law firms all 
over the world. We share our experience to 
help our clients minimise risks and maximise 
performance. Should disputes arise, our liti-
gation team is ready to advise on all stages of 
the dispute resolution process, including do-
mestic and international arbitration and lit-
igation.

Our experience spans over many sectors with 
particular expertise in:

→  Automotive
→  Aquaculture
→  Banking & Finance
→  Food
→  Hotel & Leisure
→  Industrial & Manufacturing
→  Insurance
→  Healthcare
→  Retail & Consumers

Age   cy, Distribution 
& International 
Trade

n
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Compliance with competition and antitrust 
legislation is crucial for all businesses. The risk 
of severe penalties exists and often illegal an-
ti-competitive behaviour may be not obvious 
even to businesspeople themselves.  We are 
there to help you avoid pitfalls on the path to 
reaching your business goals. 

Our practice includes:

→  Merger control
→  Compliance and risk management
→  Cartels 
→  Distribution and agency
→  Consumer protection
→  Antitrust and competition litigation

Antitrust 
& Comp  titione
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The past few years have been the most chal-
lenging in the history of the Greek and in-
ternational financial markets. Our experi-
enced team not only adopted the required 
fresh thinking to serve its clients’ needs, but 
also was invited to share its insights during 
the law making process of several new legal 
frameworks, such as those governing the NPL 
market in Greece.

During the past decades, we have represented 
numerous domestic and international finan-
cial institutions and investors, such as banks, 
investment firms and funds as well as bor-
rowers. The range of our services expand from 
incorporation of credit and financial institu-
tions and funds, secured and unsecured fi-
nancing, syndicated loans and securitisation, 
to IPOs and secondary listings. In the last few 
years, we have represented clients in major 

debt restructurings. We have also acted as ad-
visors for several sales of non-performing loan 
portfolios (consumer and business loans), in-
cluding the first sale of a non-performing con-
sumer loan portfolio under law 4354/2015 on 
behalf of one of the four systemic Greek banks. 
We have also consulted on the first listing of 
a Greek venture capital company in the main 
market of the Athens Stock Exchange.

Our litigation team also has a notable and suc-
cessful track record in dealing with domestic 
and international financial disputes, enforce-
ment and asset recovery.

B  nking, Finance 
& Capital Markets
a
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Our creative and enterprising team supports 
businesses at every stage, providing high val-
ue legal services that cover the full spectrum 
of corporate needs. Whatever the size or sec-
tor, our clients benefit from our practical, pro-
active advice which is always tailored to each 
specific case. 

With our extensive experience, local knowl-
edge but also global insight, we find solutions 
to difficult regulatory problems, advise on 
day-to-day operations, perform due diligence 
and assist on all pre and post-transaction is-
sues, being praised by our clients as lawyers 
who get the deal done. We also have exten-
sive experience in corporate transformations, 
having performed several mergers, de-merg-
ers and spin-offs under laws of tax or devel-
opment incentive nature (Law 1297/1972, Law 

2166/1993 and Law 4172/2013), as well as the 
new law on corporate transformations (Law 
4601/2019).

Our litigation team excels in solving business 
disputes in various sectors—with a particular 
emphasis on shipping and hospitality—hav-
ing a remarkable track record in cases in-
volving shareholder disputes, breach of SPAs, 
shareholder agreements and other agree-
ments or arrangements.

Corporate 
& Com     ercialm
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We believe that management of people re-
quires more than good knowledge of employ-
ment law. Our experienced employment team 
works closely with our corporate and litiga-
tion practices as well as our clients so that we 
offer an integrated and effective approach to 
employment issues, taking into account the 
particularities of each sector and each busi-
ness’ special needs.

For our diverse client base that stems from a 
variety of industries, we deliver a wide range 
of legal services on employment and labour 
issues, both contentious and non-contentious, 
such as:

→  Compliance & regulatory
→  Stock option plans, benefits & incentives
→  Personnel restructuring
→  Transfer of business
→  Internal regulations
→  Non-compete & trade secrets
→  Data Privacy & IP
→  Trade union & collective labour law

Emplo   ment & 
Labour Law

y
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We have extensive experience with multi-ju-
risdictional, complex and large asset cases, 
arising from family or inheritance relations. 
The strength of our team lies in our expertise 
which is coupled with a discrete approach 
and effective advice on strategy and realistic 
results. With a global network of experts, we 
deliver a high level of service on a wide range 
of matters involving family wealth and rela-
tionships, such as:

→ Estate planning & wills
→ Family business succession
→ Establishment of family foundations &  
 trusts
→ Pre & post nuptials
→ Divorce & family financial claims
→ Inheritance disputes

Family, Inheritance 
& Estate Plan   ingn
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Over the years we have assisted numerous 
foundations, associations, museums and cul-
tural organisations, administrators of char-
ities and other non-profit corporations and 
individuals to realize their purposes and op-
erate effectively and efficiently. Our services 
include creating, and/or revising articles of in-
corporation, bylaws and other organisational 

documents, representation before the state 
authorities and compliance with regulatory 
matters, restructuring and formation of affil-
iates, establishment of sponsorship and grant 
programmes, administration of assets, as well 
as advice and support on the full spectrum of 
operational issues.

Foundations & 
Non-pro  it 
Organisations

f
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Ta   & Incentivesx
Our highly skilled team combines broad ex-
pertise with market insight to give clients a 
comprehensive tax service and assistance to 
the increasing challenges of the tax environ-
ment. Our practice covers corporate, personal 
and real estate taxation as well as manage-
ment incentives. Together with lawyers from 
other sectors, we are able to provide an inte-
grated service covering our clients’ personal 
or business needs.

Our team has also been successfully repre-
senting Greek and foreign legal entities, insti-
tutions and individuals before the courts, as 
well as in the tax and other extrajudicial au-
thorities to all aspects of Greek and interna-
tional tax law.



With our extensive experience in serving as 
legal advisors to hospitals and other health-
care providers, we understand the market 
challenges and assist healthcare providers to 
create value in all types of situations:
regulatory, transactional, litigation and buy-
in/buy out. Our team has considerable experi-
ence in addressing the full range of corporate, 
business and operational issues facing the 
healthcare sector, including:

→ Regulation and permits
→ Governance issues 
→ Healthcare M&A, private equity and joint  
 ventures
→ Healthcare products & equipment
→ Healthcare insurance
→ Medical staff and nursing issues
→ Medical malpractice
→ Data protection & confidentiality

Healthca  e & 
Medical

r
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Insurance
Having extensive experience with insurance 
law and market practice, we offer clear, con-
structive and specialised advice to insurers 
as well as to individual and corporate policy-
holders on a wide range of contentious and 
non-contentious issues. We have acted as 
legal advisors in several M&A transactions, 

corporate transformations and transfers of 
insurance portfolios. Furthermore, we have a 
steady clientele of insurance companies and 
give advice on various regulatory and compli-
ance issues, as well as on complex and high 
value coverage disputes between policyhold-
ers and insurers. 



We understand that in the modern compet-
itive international market, intellectual prop-
erty, trade secrets and confidential data de-
serve the very best protection.  Our IP team 
has a high level of experience in each stage of 
the development and life cycle of rights, such 
as patents, copyright, trademarks and data-
base—from creation to enforcement—having 
delivered high-value services to a wide range 
of clients that includes domestic and foreign 
collecting societies, cultural and educational 
institutions, museums, broadcasters, artists 
and other talented individuals.

In an increasingly regulated environment, our 
GDPR team is ready to assist our clients with 
personal data and privacy protection issues, 
both to protect their information as well as 
to avoid financial risks. Our services include a 
thorough review of existing processes, as well 
as the set-up of new procedures such as agree-
ment updates and DPO services.

IP & D  ta Protectiona
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With an outstanding success rate and exper-
tise in high value and complex disputes, our 
litigation team is known for its legal excel-
lence, “deep industry knowledge with a real 
grasp of the judicial process” and the provision 
of “relevant, effective and tailored strategies”. 
Whether it’s a business, family or shipping 
dispute, we take an integrated approach to as-
sess risks that may arise in the early stages, 
pursue all means of dispute resolution possi-
ble and advise clients on the particular meth-
od and strategy that will lead to the optimum 
results. 

Having long-established connections with a 
few handpicked law firms around the world, 
we are experienced and ready to handle seri-
ous cross-border disputes, asset recovery and 
enforcement proceedings in a wide range of 
sectors.

Given that our main priority is to always re-
solve disputes quickly and effectively, we zeal-
ously advocate but also pursue out-of-court 
settlements or alternative methods of dispute 
resolution, such as mediation, by negotiating 
as tough or conciliatory as the circumstances 
require, in order to protect our clients’ inter-
ests and save costs and time of a full litigation.

Litigation, 
Arbitra  ion & 
Mediation

t
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With significant experience and expertise in 
national and cross-border M&A, especially in 
the area of Southeastern Europe, we have ad-
vised buyers, sellers, financial advisers, funds 
and investors on all kinds of transactions, in-
cluding public and private M&As, takeovers, 
management buy-outs, joint ventures and 
other types of commercial affiliations. 

Teamwork and efficient working practices 
enable us to manage our transactions effec-
tively and expeditiously, while offering a part-
ner-led service on all transactions. Our team, 
having thorough sector knowledge, built up 
from long working relationships with clients 
across various sectors, provides more than 

high-quality legal advice. It embraces each 
case and provides strategic and commercial 
advice as well as innovative solutions towards 
getting the deal done.

Our M&A practice, which is a central part 
of our firm’s practice, is consistently recog-
nized as among the Greek market’s best by le-
gal publications, including The Legal 500 and 
IFLR1000.

Mer   ers & 
Acquisitions
g
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Our firm is proud to have played a central role 
in the creation and growth of private equity 
and venture capital in Greece, being for de-
cades a trusted advisor of the first and leading 
Greek venture capital firm and other key play-
ers of the market. With our in-depth business 
knowledge and unparalleled know-how, we 
have a unique market awareness and we pur-
sue investors’ goals for the maximisation of 
value and a successful exit only by providing 
sound and commercial advice at all stages of 
the fund life cycle.

Our extensive experience includes the estab-
lishment of funds and venture capital firms 
from hundreds of majority and minority 
high-value investments in firms of several 
sectors in Greece and abroad. We are proud to 
have acted as legal advisors to the first lever-
aged buyout in Greece and the first IPO of a 
venture capital firm in the Athens Stock Ex-
change, as well as contributing as experts to 
the transposition of the AIFM Directive and 
advising the Greek government on the estab-
lishment of the Hellenic Corporation of Assets 
and Participations.

P  ivate Equity & 
Venture Capital
r
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Having a dedicated and highly skilled real es-
tate team as well as strong relationships with 
experts in all relevant disciplines, we provide 
robust advice with a commercial approach 
which ensures that our clients’ commercial 
aims are achieved. We have acted for a variety 
of clients including banks, developers, entre-
preneurs, high-net-worth individuals, funds 
and foundations across commercial proper-
ty investments, development projects and 
high value residential sales and purchases in 
Greece and abroad and we know the stakes 
and the risks of every single transaction. Our 
services cover the full range of real estate mat-
ters, including:

→ The buying and selling  of real estate
→ Construction and development
→ Real estate private equity & investments
→ Real estate taxation
→ Real estate litigation
→ Urban planning & licensing
→ Residency-by-investment programs (Gold-
en Visa)

Real Estate & 
Pr  perty 
Development
o
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Over the last decades, but especially since the 
early start of the Greek financial crisis, our 
skilled and experienced team has assisted cli-
ents in a wide range of sectors on all aspects 
of corporate and financial restructurings to 
get the best possible outcome.  We have been 
trusted advisors to various businesses in re-
structuring their debt and operate through 
the distressed continuum, we have advised 
on a novel business acquisition scheme in the 
context of a rehabilitation proceeding but have 
also been on the panel of major Greek banks 
and advised on the sale of their NPL portfolios. 
Due to our thorough practical experience and 
know-how, we have been also engaged by the 
EU Structural Reform Support Services and 
acted as legal advisors to the Greek Ministry 
of Economy in relation to the drafting of the 
law on out-of-court workouts (Law 4469/2017) 

which, for the first time in the Greek market, 
introduced an integrated procedure of extra-
judicial debt settlement for viable entities of 
commercial status with outstanding debts to-
wards both the private and public sector.

As a full service law firm, we are ready to draw 
on the specialist experience of our other law-
yers in areas including banking, commercial 
employment, real estate and litigation and 
provide a seamless and integrated service.

Restructuring & 
In  olvencys
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Our firm has inherited an important and 
strong legacy in shipping from its founder, the 
late Stelios Papadimitriou, known as the elite 
lawyer of Aristotle Onassis and other Greek 
ship owners. We are proud to uphold his leg-
acy in today’s increasingly complex and de-
manding business environment. 

Providing a wide range of services, ranging 
from incorporation and servicing of mari-
time companies, single-ship acquisitions and 
sales, mortgages and ship-building contracts 
to multi-layered shipping joint ventures and 
finance structures and complex cross-border 
litigation, we have served for decades as trust-
ed advisors to leading shipping groups, prom-
inent ship owners and other members of the 
shipping community.

Ship  ingp
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 →  Banking and Finance

 →  M&A

→ Banking, Finance and Capital Markets
 Leading individual: Thenia Panagopoulou

→ Commercial, Corporate and M&A
 Leading individuals: Evangelos Lakatzis, Thenia Panagopoulou

→ Dispute Resolution

→ Corporate/Commercial
 Top ranked lawyer: Evangelos Lakatzis

Testimonials of our clients about our work

IFLR1000’s 31st edition

The Legal 500 Europe, Middle East and Africa 2022 edition

Chambers Europe & Global guides 2022

‘The firm is a good business partner. The team is re-
liable, with a commercial and practical approach.’

‘One of the best teams we have worked with. Al-
ways accessible, flexible in finding and proposing 
solutions to difficult problems and highly collabo-
rative when needed.’

‘The key difference of the team from other legal 
firms of that size and capacity is the strong busi-
ness understanding, the friendly attitude and 
open collaboration.’

‘The whole team is very efficient, proactive and 
has a great eye for detail. The advice is always 
accurate and to the point, due to their in-depth 
knowledge and vast experience. Additionally, 
they are always on time, and use a friendly way of 
explaining the law and regulations to us.’

‘The teams is highly regarded for its responsive-
ness, sound advice and personal contact with the 
client. Each case – regardless of its value – is han-
dled or closely monitored by a partner who is also 
in contact with the client.’
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Macedonia Building
367, Syngrou Avenue
P. Faliro, Athens 175 64
Tel: +30 210 9409.960/961/962/042
Fax: +30 210 9409.043
e-mail: office@saplegal.gr

saplegal.gr


