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The “13th Annual Capital Link Greek Shipping Forum” was held with great success and significant 
attendance at the Divani Caravel Hotel in Athens on Thursday, February 9th, 2023, in cooperation with the 
New York Stock Exchange and Nasdaq. The Lead Sponsor was Bank of Communications Financial 
Leasing. 
 
With attendance exceeding 800 people, the 13th Annual Capital Link Greek Shipping Forum entitled “Stay 
Calm and Sail On” featured the heads of international shipping institutions as well as the leaders of important 
economic organizations in Greek and international shipping, and for this reason the forum was rightly labeled 
as an unofficial Summit of Global Shipping. The significant topics and pressing issues discussed at the forum 
include the current lack of seafarers, decarbonization, and digitalization, among others.  
 
Capital Link’s 13th Annual Greek Shipping Forum discussed the industry’s main trends and challenges, as well 
as the opportunities that lie ahead and strategies to compete in an increasingly complex and demanding world. 
The forum’s distinguished speakers discussed and debated the most pressing issues in shipping, such as 
geopolitics, energy security, increasing regulation, deglobalization, a slowing world economy, higher interest 
rates, and the easing covid restrictions in China. 
 

https://forums.capitallink.com/shipping/2023greece/photos.html
https://capitallinkshipping.website/photos-forums/13th-shipping/
https://forums.capitallink.com/shipping/2023greece/
https://forums.capitallink.com/shipping/2023greece/
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The institutional leadership of global shipping, specifically the Secretary General of the IMO, the heads of four 
global industry associations: BIMCO, INTERCARGO, INTERTANKO & The International Chamber of Shipping, 
high level representatives from the European Union, the President of the European Community Shipowners' 
Associations, as well as the President of the Union of Greek Shipowners, the Greek Ministers of Shipping and 
Energy, and representatives from the US Department of the Treasury all attended the forum. These prominent 
figures include Mr. Kitack Lim, Secretary General - International Maritime Organization (IMO), H.E. Ioannis 
Plakiotakis, Minister of Insular Policy & Shipping - Hellenic Republic, H.E. Konstantinos Skrekas, Minister 
of Environment & Energy - Hellenic Republic, Dr. Harry Conway, Chairman - Marine Environment 
Protection Committee (MEPC) – IMO, Dr. Martin Stopford, Mrs. Sabrina Chao, President & Chairperson of 
the Board – BIMCO; Wah Kwong Maritime Holdings Limited, Mr. Emanuele Grimaldi, Chairman – 
INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF SHIPPING; President & MD - Grimaldi Euromed SpA; Managing Director 
– Grimaldi Group, Mr. Paolo d’Amico, Chairman – INTERTANKO; Chairman & CEO - d'Amico International 
Shipping SA, Mr. Dimitris Fafalios, Chairman – INTERCARGO; President/Director - Fafalios Shipping S.A., 
Mrs. Melina Travlos, President of the Union of Greek Shipowners (UGS); Chair of the Board of Neptune 
Lines, and Mr. Philippos Philis, President - European Community Shipowners Association (ECSA); 
Chairman & CEO – Lemissoler Navigation Co Ltd. 
 

The energy crisis has impacted all sectors across the world, and its lasting affects are some of the most 
significant topics today. Coupled with pressing topics such as climate change and decarbonization, as well as 
countless geopolitical factors, the issue of energy security is complex and plays an important role in all our 
lives. Expanding upon this vital topic of energy, H.E. Konstantinos Skrekas, the Greek Minister of 
Environment & Energy, presented his Keynote Speech at the 13th Annual Capital Link Greek Shipping Forum. 

 

The Greek Minister of Maritime Affairs & Insular Policy, Mr.  Ioannis Plakiotakis, 
participated at a roundtable discussion with Mr. Kitack Lim, Secretary General 
of 
International Maritime Organization (IMO). 
 
H.E. Ioannis Plakiotakis stated in his speech: “We live in challenging times, there is no doubt about that. The 
pandemic and more recently the Russian invasion have rescheduled our priorities due to intense uncertainties. 
The first thing we need to preserve in this path towards recovery is sustainable development. The main 
challenges for that include decarbonization, digitalization, cyber security issues, and, lastly, the greatest 
challenge of all in my opinion: the shortage of qualified personnel. We politicians need to cooperate at the level 
of the IMO and at the multilateral level. International activities need international rules and regulations, while 
ensuring the protection of the sector’s competitiveness. 
 
Greece is an advocate for adaptation. We fully support the implementation of the IMO’s strategy to reduce 
greenhouse emissions. I’ve stated many times that to fulfill our goals, we must ensure global availability of 
alternative fuels, and there’s a lot more work to be done on that front. It will be crucial to make things more 
predictable, to facilitate investing in the future. 
 
The progress we’ve witnessed on shipping safety is considerable. The number of vessel casualties has 
declined while the global fleet has grown. Now, the challenge lies in incorporating new technologies without 
overlooking the primordial importance of safety.” 
 

**************** 
 
THE FORUM WAS ORGANIZED: 
IN COOPERATION WITH: NASDAQ • New York Stock Exchange  
LEAD SPONSOR: Bank of Communications Financial Leasing Co. Ltd. 
GLOBAL LEAD SPONSOR: TEN (TSAKOS ENERGY NAVIGATION) LTD 
GLOBAL GOLD SPONSORS: Columbia Shipmanagement • DNV • EY  
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GLOBAL SPONSORS: ABS • Ascension Finance • CIT • Citi • DΝB • Hill Dickinson • Lloyd’s Register • Reed 
Smith LLP • RMK Maritime • Seward & Kissel • Stephenson Harwood • Vessels Value • Watson Farley & 
Williams  
GOLD EVENT SPONSOR: Ifchor Galbraiths  
SPONSORS: ABN Amro Bank • Bureau Veritas • Clarksons Securities • Entrust Global • ERMA FIRST • Global 
Ship Lease • Liberian Registry-LISCR (Hellas) Ltd. • MPC Container Ships • Neptune Maritime Leasing Ltd. • 
Stifel • Tufton  
SUPPORTING SPONSORS: Eurobank • Flott & Co. PC • GeoServe • Seanthesis 
SPEAKERS RECEPTION SPONSOR: Hill Dickinson  
WIFI SPONSOR: Idwal Marine  
LANYARDS SPONSOR: Oceanic Services 
BREAKFAST SPONSOR: V Group Environmental 
COFFEE SPONSOR: The Marshall Islands Registry 
REFRESHMENT SPONSOR: Illy Iperespresso • PAPADOPOULOS  
COCKTAIL RECEPTION SPONSOR: Leonteq 
 
SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS: Association of Banking and Financial Executives of Hellenic Shipping • 
With the support of the International Centre for Shipping, Trade and Finance - Bayes Business School, City, 
University of London • BCA College • British Hellenic Chamber of Commerce • Piraeus Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry • EENMA (Hellenic Shortsea Shipowners Association) • Greek Shipping Co-operation Committee • 
Hellenic Society of Maritime Lawyers • Hellenic Chamber of Shipping • Hellenic Maritime Law Association 
(HMLA) • Hellenic Committee of Lloyd’s Brokers’ Associates • Hellenic Shipbrokers Association • HELMEPA • 
The International Propeller Club, Port of Piraeus • Piraeus Association For Maritime Arbitration 
 
MEDIA PARTNERS: All About Shipping • Actualidad Maritima y Portuaria • Athens – Macedonian News 
Agency • Economia • Efoplistis Shipping Magazine • www.efoplistesnews.gr • Elnavi • Marine Circle • MC Media 
• www.maritimes.gr • Naftika Chronika • NafsGreen.gr • MEGA • To Vima • Ta Nea • in.gr • OT - Οικονομικός 
Ταχυδρόμος • Ship Management International • Shipping & Finance • Shipping International Monthly Review • 
WorldOils • XD - Xinde Marine News 
 
For further information, please contact:  
NEW YORK // Ms. Olga Bornozi & Ms. Eleni Bej Tel.: +1 212 661 75 66 - Email : obornozi@capitallink.com ; 
ebej@capitallink.com  
ATHENS // Ms. Athena Kosmadaki Tel.: +30 210 6109800 Email : athensoffice@capitallink.com   
 
Or visit:  
https://forums.capitallink.com/shipping/2023greece/agenda.html   
www.capitallink.com  
www.capitallinkforum.com   
 
ORGANIZERS  
Founded in 1995, Capital Link is a New York based investor relations, financial communications and advisory firm with a 
strategic focus on the maritime, commodities and energy sectors, MLPs, as well as Closed-End Funds and ETFs. In 
addition, Capital Link organizes high quality Investment Forums and webinars focusing on maritime transportation and 
U.S. investment products in the United States, Europe and Asia, in key industry centers, such as New York, London, Oslo, 
Hamburg, Athens, Limassol, Shanghai, Singapore, Tokyo and Hong Kong all of which are known for combining rich 
educational and informational content with unique marketing and networking opportunities. Capital Link is a member of 
the Baltic Exchange. Based in New York City, Capital Link has presence in London, Athens & Oslo.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

http://www.efoplistesnews.gr/
http://www.maritimes.gr/
mailto:ebej@capitallink.com
mailto:athensoffice@capitallink.com
https://forums.capitallink.com/shipping/2023greece/agenda.html
http://www.capitallink.com/
http://www.capitallinkforum.com/

